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For several months now Washington had to retire steadily
before an overwhelming force. He could not afford to risk
the capture of his whole army by allowing the enemy to sur-
round him, and so he was forced to evacuate New York and
to retreat from fort to fort along the line of the Hudson River.
Nevertheless, retreat though he must, he kept his men well in
hand, and never allowed them to get demoralized. Half starv-
ing as they were, ragged and shoeless, with magnificent spirit
he kept up their courage and inspired them with something of
his indomitable will. Not only this, but no less than three
times did he turn his retreat into attack, and with admirable
daring fell swiftly upon the advance columns of the British
Army, under Lord Cornwallis, dealing them staggering blows
at Trenton and Princeton, which broke several British regi-
ments and inflicted heavy damage on an army outnumbering
his own by six to one.

CHAPTER XXVIII
BURGOYNE'S SURRENDER

THB attack on Trenton was one of the most dramatic and
daring episodes of the Revolutionary war. At this place, on
the other side of the Delaware River, Cornwallis had posted a
garrison of 1,200 Hessian soldiers, under an officer named
Colonel Rahl, and although it formed the wing of an army
30,000 strong, Washington resolved to carry it by a swift and
sudden march. It was in the dead of winter; the ground
was deep in snow, and the rivers blocked with floating ice.
But on Christmas night, with 2,400 desperate and daring men,
half frozen and half starved, with ragged clothes and ill-shod,
feet, Washington set out on his perilous adventure. As the
men marched a heavy snow-storm beat in their faces, and
their track over the hard white ground was marked with
bloody footprints. In the dead silence and darkness of the
night, they embarked in small boats and forced their way